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New York, New York Public Library, Manuscripts and Archives Division, NYPL MA 068 
Description: ff. iii + 99 + iii - English brown morocco ca. 1860. - Early owners Matthew Lee and Thomas Hucknell Lee in 
18th century English catalog. From R. L. Stuart collection (no. 13895), bequeathed 1892. - De Ricci, 1325-6. 
Acknowledgments: - We thank Professor Paul Acker for his notes on this manuscript. 

Number of Parts: 2 - Number of Images Available: 7 

Direct Link: http://ds.lib.berkeley.edu/NYPLMA068_ 41 

Language: English Country: England Century: 15th 


Part 1: ff. 1-8v, 98-9v 
Description: - Parchment - 141 x 101 mm - 15-23 long lines, very faint drypoint ruling? 


Country: England Cardinal point: 

Region: City: 

Assigned Date: Undetermined Searchable Date Range: 
Dated by scribe: No Inscribed Date: 
Document: No Number of Scribes: 


Script: Modern? 

Other Decoration: 

Notes: De Ricci and notes in manuscript say this hand is later than the main hand, which is 14th century. Latin 
Number of Texts: 1 


Text 1: ff. 2v-8v, 98 

Author: John Wycliffe 

Title: Poor Caitiff 

Language(s): English 

Incipit: After Jacob the great and mightie patriarche called Israell had by God's providence passed; f. 98: everie one 
that followeth there example 


Explicit: f. 8v: his will as seint Gregorie saith, seint Augustin seith, (?) departeth holy men; f. 98: and glorie into 
worldes of worldes. Amen. 


Notes: This part contains sections of the first and last treatises; presumably the original pages were lost and 
replaced at a later date; ff. 2v-8v are part of commentary on first commandment; f. 98 appears to be part of 
treatise on the mirror of chastity. 


f. 2. Note of ownership in upper right corner. 
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f. 2v Opening of Part One in "later hand." 
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ff. 8v-9_ Transition from Part 1 to Part 2; two words 
of text overlap? 
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f. 98 Second part of text in later 
hand. 
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Part 2: ff. 9-97v 


Description: - Parchment - 140 x 101 mm - 22 long lines, ruled in ink, with prickings and catchwords visible. 


Country: England 


Region: 

Assigned Date: s. xvil4 

Dated by scribe: No 

Document: No 

Script: Gothic with cursive elements 


Cardinal point: 


City: 

Searchable Date Range: 1400 - 1425 
Inscribed Date: 

Number of Scribes: ;1 


Other Decoration: 3-line blue initials with red penwork. Blue symbols at tops of pages with name of treatises. 
Notes: The text of "The Poor Caitiff" was composed ca. 1400-1410; Prof. Paul Acker dates the ms to that time frame. 


Latin 
Number of Texts: 1 


Text 1: ff. 9-97v 
Author: John Wycliffe 
Title: Poor Caitiff 
Language(s): English 


Incipit: hooli men fro ye world and makiy men of 00 will to dwelle in ye hous 
Explicit: were it upon ye heed of yi soule yat is on ye principal resoun of yi soule for yese flouris moun neuere faile 


ne fade for no manere tempeste and 


Notes: This ms. lacks the prologue, tract on the creed, and first part of the prologue to the 10 commandments, 
though the last has been supplied by a later hand, as have the last lines of the last tract (which constitutes part I). 


Status of text: Imperfect 
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f. 9 Opening of text of part two. 
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f. 29v_ Page of text; initial with penwork and 
catchword. 
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f. 97v_ Explicit of Part 2, with 
catchword. 
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